Worcester 2040 project


HOUSING AND TRANSPORT

Sadly housing need will continue to demand more building blocks across our countryside, and by 2040 two trends will have come to fruition.  The need for single person accommodation, and the demands of transportation but with minimum usage of cars.  

Fernhill heath, the satellite village, will be targeted for housing growth, and will eventually become a suburb of Worcester city once the boundaries have expanded.  Housing complexes of one and two bedroom apartments with green grass communal roof terraces, will be built in and around the area.  A new form of street boulevard will be provided to these homes, and it will be a no car zone.  In thirty years time cars will be owned by the wealthy only, those that can afford the over inflated fuel prices of £30 a litre, and those that can afford the growing trend of electricity cars with interchangeable battery packs.  Thirty years advancement won’t see science fiction trends brought into reality, but will see current ideas modernised and brought into view.  

These boulevards’ will be accessed by walking, cycling and delivery vehicles only.  Purchase of these properties will be dependant on no use of car, no garages provided, no parking of any kind.  Visitors will come in by bus or rail, mainly rail as this will shuttle people in from the city centre or from one of the four park and ride secure car park centres.   Apartments will be fuel efficient, highly insulated, cost effective and you will be able to get a mortgage on ALL of them.  Outright mortgages for full purchase, shared ownership mortgages right down to 20%.  Rented properties will be phased out, as people that don’t own a share in their house have little respect for it.  Further shares will be expected to be bought.

A regular ten minute rail shuttle will ensure no waiting around from 6am until 12 midnight, an essential provision as these dwellers will have no cars or other means of transport other than cycling, which will be encouraged.  The train lines, now being electric fed, will ensure no more pollution is given off as a result of this.  Although more power used, it will be more efficient, and only one rail carriage used, a lightweight glass fibre lightweight shuttle base.  A commuter card will gain you on and off access, a car that can be topped up with credit similar to mobile phone cards.  No cash being used, no staff needed at the park way stations, just a driver on the shuttle keeps costs to a minimum, that and the efficient fuel usage.

New railway sub-stations built at Henwick Halt, The Kays site for Dines green usage, Norton Parkway and Fernhill Heath will run a commuter service train that links those four stops to the town centre.  Employment will be eased with the freeflow of commuter transport, a new business park will have grown on the outskirts of Dines Green, and workers will be shipped in from the city centre station back out to this area.

Each apartment boulevard community will have a Police Community Support Officer based there.  They will have an office next to the site caretaker and will be charged with the overall security and social behaviour within it.  Service charges will go towards this to ensure a high level of compliance.

Elsewhere around town, school children will be using bicycles far more due to the removal of inner city school transport.  Buses will have been reduced on main routes, running at certain times of the day to meet the needs of elderly, disabled and green transport users.  Able bodied school children within the city of Worcester limits will cycle to school, or walk.  As parents won’t be able to afford the fuel to get them to school, and electric cars will still be in short supply, these will have reduced off the roads also. Cycle routes and bus lanes will be increased to accommodate the five fold in use of cycles, secure cycle lockers will be housed at key points around the city, and all cyclists will have had to pass cycle ability testing prior to taking one onto the public highway.  Without this badge displayed on your cycle, you will only be allowed to ride on cycle routes.  Use on the main road without having passed your test will mean removal of your bike (there and then) into custody of the police, and then resold on to someone else.  Funds from this will improve the cycle network.

SERVICES

A single tunnel system will go under all new roads and boulevards.  This tunnel within it will house the sewer network, access to electricity cables, gas piping, internet and communications cabling all in one structure.  Roads will not have to be dug up to repair or replace any public service conduit.  Crawl ways will link each building and any problems can be fixed from the access tunnel and these crawl ways without any need for digging up any surface roads or pavements.

The road network and boulevard system will reduce flooding problems due to the grass rooftops of buildings absorbing water, and aiding drainage direct to the ground.  Any surplus water seeping through and into the guttering would then fill water tanks used as grey water for toilet flushing, washing machine usage, and then anything left over can water the grounds at ground level and the various planted areas and trees.  Grass, stones, bark chips and environmentally friendly pavements will all aid in water dispersion in all walk areas, so looking down from above, all areas of ground will have a water seeping/absorption ability and thus preventing any additional issues of flood plains or drainage.

RIVERSIDE

A 50 meter long CHILDREN’S PIRATE SHIP was created on the banks of the Severn at the point where Gheluvelt park meets the river.  This ship made out of e-friendly concrete, is built so that the water is one side, to give it the ship feeling, the inside of the ship having an impact pit, and then rigging above this to be used as a climbing area.  From the water side, the banks of the river would be moulded and decorated to give the impression that an actual ship had been lifted onto the banks.  Complete with port holes and lights.  Beneath the ship would be a seating cafeteria area, this where parents can sit and look onto the river whilst their kids play in the ship above.  CCTV on a big screen shows the above deck, so that children’s activities can be monitored.  Hatches will lead the kids into the café down a ladder and or pole, and crow’s nests will serve as viewing platforms for older children.

Along the South parade leading to the cathedral will remain a focussed walking route linking to the prestigious and finished Diglis Homes area.  This route will have historic plaques giving focussed images and write ups on the history of Worcester.  It will be a focal point of history for school children and classes to come and learn, for visitors to the city to enjoy, and interspersed between these areas will be arts and crafts trade stands.  These will be purpose built stands that will be towed into place by bicycle.  Ten feet in length, they will be a display stand, sales counter, arts display area with an awning that pulls out.  There will be a fixed amount of these, say twenty, and owned by the Council and leased by the trader.  Arts, crafts, pottery and any small business that makes or creates things will be able to lease these for a fixed term, probably one year or maybe 8 months during ‘Tame water’ periods and nice weather, opening maybe in March and going on until the Autumn fair time in October.  The walkway will be illuminated as per plans today, with plenty of bench seating.  Archways will be erected along the route with year numbers on them, to donate which section in history you are entering, and then the wall plaques will give history for that section.  This area will be used by walkers, cyclists, skateboarders and cycle taxis of which a dozen licenses would be leased to those who wished to operate them.  Cycle taxis can be hired to take you from the city centre bridge, all the way to Carrington bridge along the now extended cycle way.  Or over the Diglis bridge, alongside the other bank, over the crossing and up to Sabrina bridge.  Cycle taxis will be environmentally friendly forms of transport both for the tourist and for persons working who either commute to work directly from Diglis Homes / Severn Water estate, or for those who park at the park and ride at Carrington Bridge and then come in via cycle taxi to the city centre.  This being usually faster than bus and or any other transport.  Cycle taxis will be able to be flagged down, or booked in advance as needed.

Across the river along the Chapter Meadows route would be left pretty much as it is.  This would be the nature side, heavily planted and colourful.  Industry and large businesses would be allocated several square meter sections alongside the waterside and they would be charged with supplying flowers and shrubs in agreement with the parks and gardens team.  Limited advertising or “sponsored by” signs would be permitted, but would have to be green in colour and merge with the environment as best as possible. More benches, seating areas and natural play areas would be created, to enhance the tourist attractions.  Natural play areas being made of tree trunks, grassy hillocks, and illuminated by solar panel lighting.

TOURIST

A LARGE TOWER will be constructed on the site of the grandstand road car park.  The buildings lower three levels will be support legs only, and the area beneath the tower remaining grassed over parkland.  This will be a prime location as the four supporting legs of the tower (think Eifel tower base) will emanate from here.  The tower will be glass and steel, rising up to twenty levels.  Retail space will be on the lower ten levels, with executive stores, brand names being the prime targets.  Other levels will have office space mixed with penthouse apartments, the live-in aspect giving this building an occupied use outside of daytime.  The top two levels will be a members only bar and observation café, with a mesh enclosed viewing platform right on the roof.  The building will be circular in design with hexagonal windows and pattern exterior.  Parking for visitors and workers will be provided from the park and ride sites and brought in by water taxi or park and ride rail services at Henwick halt or City, both being equidistant walking.

WATER TAXIS will open up the river during the “tame water” months when it isn’t in flood, ferrying people from bridge to bridge at boarding points at Sabrina bridge, Diglis bridge, down to the park and ride site at Carrington bridge.  On the car boot ground will be a new park and ride site.  This will convey traffic coming from Malvern, Kempsey direction and south Worcester in general.  A bus service will continue from St Peters as one option, but in peak times a water taxi can be used instead, giving a very fast direct, pollution free and pleasurable alternative into town.  This taxi would go to the locks, where the regular water taxis (or switch to cycle taxi) could then collect and take people direct into town in under 5 minutes. The park and ride would be made from a water permeable surface to prevent flooding, water build up and to comply with regulations that all construction has to meet water drainage offset rules.  This park and ride site could well become a major one, and to that affect a multi-storey might need to be in place.  If this is the option, underground parking would be looked at, or multi-storey with some usage being made of the top, either apartments put on the roof, or a grassed over surface and open air café.

A NEW WATER PARK is envisioned on the banks of slightly cleaner river Teme by the salmon tanks.  Earth could be dug out making the river at this location into a basin of sorts creating a boating lake for pedlos, canoes, and an exit area for the log flume and water rides.  An artificial beach could be created similar to the one near Stroud, with sand imported.  A cafe built on site, picnic benches, green grassy hillocks would be constructed from the surplus soil excavated from the basin.  Swimming would be permitted with a netted off area for younger swimmers.  Pollution levels would be monitored in the river in the same way coastal beaches have theirs monitored.  The park would be managed privately, although monitored closely by the Council, with them holding the lease for periods of 3 years.  A low level gondola system could be created running along the Teme to Carrington bridge so that the park and ride would be the key parking area with no requirement for parking actually on site at all.  Water taxis could also service this area from the pontoons at Carrington bridge along the Teme’s navigable areas, up to the embankment weir where the basin would be constructed.

TOWN CENTRE

A glass/Perspex roof would be floated over the high street.  Sections would overlap covering the High street from Elgar statue up to the taxi rank.  These sections would not be airtight and secured, just covered areas to give the “merry Hill shopping mall” feel.  It would keep heavy rain out, raise temperature a few degrees, keep the snow and ice out and keep the area as a public plaza all the way along and an all year venue.  Trees would be reduced a meter or so, and kept in trim to stay within the area.  They would still receive plenty of light through the roof and would be watered with solar panel operated timed sprinklers.  The water collected from the roof would be reused in toilet flush collection points for as many stores as wish to make use of it.  This would be open to them to fund, and would not be enough to supply all, so on a first come first served basis.

The cathedral island would be removed, the road carrying on straight with a pedestrian crossing installed.  The area would become a public plaza, raised up and looking down on the traffic.  In the centre would be a rockery; large boulders brought in and placed in the centre in an artistic fashion.  A water featured would be built in that would cascade water around the rocks.  Within the area would be seated positions and alcoves, the water would run around in and under the access points to these areas.  The running of water, fountains and the like would give private seating areas where you could talk without having your conversation overheard easily.  Around the outside of the rocks would be further tables and seating areas encouraging an outdoor café plaza.  New café’s would facilitate this, but you could just go and sit and eat sandwiches, the seating and area would be open to anyone wishing to use it.  A boarding point for buses and coaches would be managed on the edge next to the pedestrian crossing, with a pull in area so that this didn’t hold up traffic.

By this point traffic to the city centre would be vastly reduced.  Lorries, deliveries, loading and unloading would be done outside of peak times.  Shop deliveries would be done before 8am and after 6pm, so that traffic on roads would be mainly cars and buses in daytime and larger vehicles out of hours.  With staff at places receiving these deliveries being staggered, goods in staff would be travelling and working different hours from sales an office staff, again reducing traffic flow.

POWER GENERATION

All weirs on the river Severn will have been replaced with energy efficient hydro electric generating systems.  Not enough in themselves to provide a huge energy output, but should provide power towards public buildings, council officers, Public spaces and perhaps recharging the electric buses and trains used.

There will be a two stage generator system installed, one that is build into the weir itself and is under water.  These are constant turbines that take the low speed of underwater currents.  Then on the surface will be a floating pontoon that carries a series of paddlewheels that turn as the current passes beneath it.  One of these pontoons covers the weir itself, taking advantage of the high speed of water cascading, and will float up and down as the water levels change.  Then there will be a further series of these running from the weir back as far as where the barrels are currently located.  This area is dead space, can’t be used by boats or fisherman, and so can generate power.

The river Teme will have a similar system installed at each point the water drops a level.  This being at the old Salmon tanks at lower Wick, and then further upstream by the railway arches and the weir there.

This concludes a sample of my vision for the time being.

Aaron Jones

